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Unsplash; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_banded_gecko; https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2019/jun/01/tim-dowling-wife-war-with-tortoise

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_banded_gecko
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Why the Mojave?
● Climate Change in the Mojave
● Animals reaching thresholds
● Current picture books available

6(Walker & Landau, 2018; Guida et al., 2013; Guida et al., 2019) 



A species whose 
conservation confers 
protection to a large 
number of naturally 
co-occurring species.

-Roberge & Angelstam, p. 77, 2004
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Why Child Target Audience?
● Neural plasticity & malleability
● The future
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By CDC via Unsplash

(Cantor et al., 2018)



Why a Picture Book?
● Introduce new topics

○ Fun & understandable
● Visual Literacy
● Morals & values
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By Annie Spratt via Unsplash

(Condon et al., 2020; Paul, 2021; Ganee et al., 2008; Lain, 2017)



Why a Black 
Main Character?
● Mirrors, Windows, & Sliding 

Glass Doors
● Lack of mirrors
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https://www.benefitspro.com/2020/10/05/times-of-change-aligning-with-the-chief-diversity-officer/?slreturn=20211010103411

(Cristiano & Neimand, 2018; Sweeny et al., 2010; 
Clayoton, 2020)
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Overall Importance
● Representation
● Encourage care for nature

○ Umbrella species

● Add to books about the Mojave
○ Not just a barren land
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1985
If You Give a Mouse

1991
Cactus Hotel

1996
A Desert Scrapbook
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2018
Cece Loves Science

2019
Sulwe

2018
The World is Awake
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